We would open a SEBM/EBM China Outreach Office at the Shanghai Cancer Institute, in association with Renji
Hospital of the Shanghai Jiao Tong University, and Professor Yiqian Wu would be the Director of this office. 2. We would hold an Annual International Experimental Biology and Medicine Conference (IEBMC).
The recommendations of the SEBM/EBM China Outreach Task Force were unanimously approved by the SEBM Council. It was now time to implement the proposal.
1ST INTERNATIONAL EXPERIMENTAL BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE CONFERENCE (IEBMC)
It is my pleasure to report that we held a truly historic event for SEBM, EBM and our colleagues in Shanghai at the Purple Mountain Hotel on the 28th and 29th of October 2013.
What led up to this event was that Jessica Homa (SEBM Executive Director) and I met Professor Yiqian Wu in Manhattan on June 28, 2013 during her visit to the US. During this meeting we discussed IEBMC and agreed that the conference would be held in October 2013 and that the subject should change each year. Further because of the short lead time to plan and execute the 1st IEBMC we agreed that the initial conference should be on the subject of ''Interdisciplinary Approaches to Cancer Research''. The reason was that this was an area of great interest to our colleagues in Shanghai and the SEBM membership. On July 22nd 2013 a teleconference was held to discuss the planning of the 2013 IEBMC. On the call was Professor Yiqian Wu, Professor Kong Xianmin (Director of the Shanghai Cancer Institute), Michael Friedlander (SEBM Past President), Rex Gaskins, Warren Zimmer, Bob Mallet, Jess Homa and me. We discussed all of the meeting logistics and agreed on the proposed Focus for 2013 being Cancer Research. Yiqian Wu and Jessica Homa and I had only 3 months to arrange this International Conference. The hard work of Yiqian Wu and her staff and Jessica Homa made this difficult timeline manageable.
The 2013 IEBMC was a great success both scientifically and socially. The registered attendance for this 1 st IEBMC was 175. We had outstanding keynote talks from Peter Stambrook and Wei-Qiang Gao; plenary talks from Rex Gaskins, Warren Zimmer, Sean Tsai and Yongzhong Liu; and Farzin Farzaneh gave the lead talk and chaired the platform session which included a presentation by Leszek Kotula (a member of the EBM Editorial Board). I also had the opportunity to lead an EBM Workshop where I discussed the value of our journal, its archives and SEBM membership. 
